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Tragedy 

ini.lfl#«n IJ IJJO/ By EUNOR HAYES 

kidnop-jglrl and her abductor. 8ccused.|.fo connection with Uie girl’i 


murder case officially came and executed for kid- 5sapp(?araJice. 

i ^ home 

lhelr«sedy. l,mmou.and„,„^ 


pointless, that had Its beginning 
the sunny afternoon of April :3S< 
1055, v,'hen the 14-year-old 
daughter of Dr. and Mc«. Charles 
S. Bryan Jr., disappeared while 
whlkins to her Bovkrley home 
fitjin school, reached Iti finale 
with the c-xecution today of her 
,nap-slayer. Burton 

Abbott 


body buried beneaih the tall 
pines near his Trinity County 
vacation cabin. 

It wo.s a east* of coincidence... 
it was a circumfilantial ca.se but 
when the long trial, bitter and 


ca^ARCH WIDENED 
For weeks Increasingly larger 
^roups fanned out in increas* 
>\gly larger circles tiirough 
Berkeley and into the Contra 
V^sta County lulls in a bush-by- 
hlieli se.&R'h spearheaded by the; 
BtTKek-y police, who w^ked' 
ughl and day on the cas^One- 


difficult as it was, v^as over.lSkntday 1,200 persons coyer 


Quentln^Oa^as chamber. 

Stephanie, an honor student 


The two dates arc i^ss than 23 
manvlts apart. 

Between tliern is Alameda 
County’s greatest search to find 
the missing girl, iu longest and 
most colebratedl trial after her 
Lvody was found near Abbott’s 
Trinity County mountain cabin, 
tiie cold authority of the law. 
inexorable justice and sorrow 
aivri heartbreak for two families. 
DRAM.<t’S PRINCIPALS 
Principals In the drama were 
the pretty, Etudious, Quiet»man' 
nerod d»ughU>r of tho Berkeley 
radiologist, and the slender, 
pale, post-‘t\ibercu!ar 28-year-old 
Abbott, a University of Cali¬ 
fornia accounting student and a 
hu.sband and father. 

Then there were their farn 
i)lo.s who were brought to 
despair . . . 

The hundreds of police, .sher- 
iff.s officers, mountain men and 
volunteers who searched for the 
jfiii! when her disappearance wm 
I a mystery . . . 

j Tlie 118 wltnesse.s who Ic-sti 
jfied during the 40-day trial be- 
jfore Alameda County Superior 
I Judge Charles Wade Snook, 
j The jury of seven men and 
five women who found over 
I whelming evidence of Abbott’s 
j guilt after 52 houi*s und 30 min- 
lutes debberntion . . . 
STEPHANIE VANISHES 

The attorneys, judges and of¬ 
ficials in whom Abbott pinned 
last minute, unavailing hope of 


C.5-mi]o fixint. 

Dr. Bryan posted 
ward for Uic ret 


at Willard Junior High Schoo) ‘laughter, and he 


hrough the dclt 
I 'Osters describing 


hope that fisheri 
t-ome trace of 
Then on May 
I a bio cle^dcia] 
lirst merger 
Fi nest T:. 

of 


again.^t him. 


ill Berkeley, left for home tliut 
April afternoon with a 13-year- 
old schoolmate, Mary Ann Stew¬ 
art. On ihelr way Uie two girls 
stopped at the library and at a 
shop, wdiere Stephanie bought h 
book on the care and feedir.g of 
parakeets. She also carried a 
French book and two notebook.'*, bo» 

The girls separated at the' 
parking lot of the Cluremonl 
ilolel, where Stephanie, as wgM 
her habit, was to take a shortcut: 
to her hom<| at 131 Alvarado 
Road, Berkeley. She always 
wont through the lot, up some 
steps and then up a path , , 
and home. « 

FAILED TO ARRIVE 

Only that afternoon she fflllnrl 
to arrive. By nightfall her par¬ 
ents were distraught and wenti 
to the police. 

In the weeks that followed] 
there wa.s c.'onfu.sion, conjecture ' 
crank cull.':, hints, tips -nd sug¬ 
gestions by the hundreds, but 
only one increasing fact— 

Stephanie was missing. 

Through it all ran one ma¬ 
cabre report. Eight person.s re 
ported seeing a man strugglimi 
with a young girl in a car! 
parked on ML Diablo Bh-d ibc' 
alicrnnor Stcpiiun' Bi'yah dis¬ 
appeared. 

Dr. Bryan received a fake ran¬ 
som call, demanding $6,000 for 
the I'cturn of his daughter. At a 
prearranged time and place in 



0, 1.055, a Sau 
turned in thu 
The man; 
1 c k e d up a 
Franklin C«u- 


Contmuid Pago 2. Col 1 


life in spite of Urn great odds iDakland he met the "kidnaper,” 


who, it developed, was a recent 


All of Utesc pak-d beside the mental hospital patient who had 


















«J<*ory of /t£:a,e,+ Murder Case That Shook 


CoBliiMed fioi 
yon In 


«« 2t 

Jontra Coita 
County.\Ke hai given it to hU 
»on and\ ihenj reading of the 
nujsing art. jculized it might 
have someVoaneclion. It had— 
It wnj the^ook ilic carried 
when she dropi>ed from eight 

But the real lead, the first 
tangible clues and the ones Uiat 
pointed directly to Burton W. 
Abbott, were found by hla wife. 
Georgia. 32. a beauty parlor op- 
ecator five year* older than her 
husband in the basement of 
their Alameda home at 1408 San 
Jose Ave. on July 15, I05S. 

itnding of purse 

Abbott was cooking steak In 
the kitchen of the bungalow. 
The couple had a guest. Otto 
Derman. husband of the woman 
who employed Mrs. Abbot! as a 
beauty parlor operator. Abbott's 
mother, Mrs. Elsie Abbott, also 
was at home. 

The calm of the neat white 
house was Jarred when Georgia 
Abbott came running up from 
the basement with a billfold that 
she said she had found In a box 
of clothing wliile looking for a 
costume for a coixnetology 
party. It was Stephanie's. 

It contained her ktenlifkatlon 
card, pictures of classmates, a 
Key System identification card 
and a letter that Stephanie had 
written to a friend in Dart¬ 
mouth. Mass., where the Bryans 
foaTnerly lived. 

^This haan't been a very 
eventful vrinter, so 1 can't think 
ofjuiything else to say .,. the 


of (he double bill hu (denufiesUod of narliclei 

•eocepe" coniediee. h«lr found in Abbott’, car as 

That night when word cumo Coming from the head of the 
of the finding of the girra body Btyan giri 
the quiet of the Alameda home , The prosecution presented five 
was broken again. Witnesses to the ML Diablo Blvd. 

This time it was not a cry of ^ • t r u g g I e. one of whom 
„ purse being found. It wu f»»nted across the courtroom at 
Berkeley police officers an* Abbott and said “that is the 
nouncing hts arresL |nan!'* 

Hit composure never broke. BARENTS TESTIFY 

increduloui that h«, fitaphanie’, mother, tte. Mary 
jhould be under .uirpi^ He Brian, trim and ,tolc. carnet 
did not appear diaturbed. s„„rl to Identity clothlnnom 
When he was told the details by her daughter. The girl’s 
of finding the girl's body by wither, Dr. Bryan, told of events 
Dr. Dougiaa Kel^y. U.C. crlmi- Immediately after he notified 
^logist, he looked at Inspector Berkeley police his daughter 
Charles O'Meara and MUd; “Yon was miasing. 
promised to bring me some Jackson told of the finding of 
lunch. I'm hungry.” the girl's body in language and 

traces his trip Outdoor wisdom that captivated 

He repeated he had driven Co Dexman, who 

llie cabin alone, rccallmg the finding the 

progress mile by mile. Uie stops suggestad as a sus* 

he had made, cstabliihi^ time Berkeley 

checks all the way. 


ABBOTT WILIS HIS BODY 
TO U.C. MEDICAL SCHOOL 

Burton Abbott's body will go to the University o£ 
California Medical School for experimental purposes. 

This was Abbott's last request to Warden Harley O. 
Teets and was confirmed by hli wife. Mrs. Georgia Ab¬ 
bott 6 ^ 

There was $67 left in Abbott's canteen fund at the 
prison which he directed be given to his mother, Mrs. 
£lsie Abbott. 


lecxs an me way. 

His story was of a drinking. 
bout in a Wildwood tavern the after witness was pre- 

next day, which left him sa ^ ^ prosecu- 

•leepy he did not hear his .1 * «>nl*nlion of Abbott's 
brother, Mark, and his sicter-in* 

low arrive at the cabin that » ^****'‘* 5, 1953. Superior 

night He told of fishing andi®®£* Snook dismissed Auga-st 
returning home, hJa car follow- ^ J**- as Juror No. 12. 

iag that of hit brother. because RetUg occupied a desk 

The Alameda County grand f* ^5 iff f 5?" 
jury indicted him for both the away” from 

kidnaping and murder of Steph- * f ‘ brother, Mark, 

anie Bryan on July 30, 1953 ^•'^mate juror Esmond T. Hax- 
alter less than an hour's’ detib* HolUg'i place. Court* 

eratlon. house observers said it was the 

On ^L 21. 1955. Abbott cn- 

tered hJa pleas of innocence io Alameda County 

clear, firm tones. 

ABBOTT TAKES STAND 
Abbott look tJie stand In hiu 
own defense as his own star wit¬ 
ness. Smiling and confident, he 
, declared he was not even in the 
-rity of Berkeley on the day 
Stephanie disappeared. 

Under dramatic questioning 

Jk k. _ 1 T . .. s • 


pale U.C. student admitted he 
lied about one phase of hts time¬ 
table alibi tiiat he did not stop 
at the State Land Office in Sac¬ 
ramento, "but Fm afraid I told 
some Berkeley police officers 
that I dl±**- 

Coakley, hammering away, 
forced the defendant to admit 
he changed hhr story three times 
and drew a wrong sketbU for 
police. 

Tlie prosecution came back 
with a rebuttal case that pre¬ 
sented three surprise witnesses, 
women who said that Abbott 
was in Oakland and Alameda 
the aftemoon of April 28 when 
he said he was en route to 
Trinity County. 

CROWDS AT COURT 

As witness after witness 
marched to the stand in the fifth 
floor courtroom spectators filled 
the court and overflowed into 
the corrldo;^ waiting for the 
chance to get a seat 

Special press facilities were 
arranged for reporters, camera¬ 
men, TV and radio personnel 
covering the trial for the inter 
ested communities. 

Abbott's family ^ his wife, 
motlicr. Elsie, hb brother. Mark, 
and hb aunt, Mrs. Mona Marsh, 
supported his position of inno¬ 
cence with their presence and 


' ' cence wiui meir presenc'c and 

^ Attorney Hove, be indsted he quiet support Mother and wife 
did not kidnan or Irltl thi> is. 


did not kidnap or kill the 14- 
year-old Berkeley schoolgirl 
Coakley cross-examined Ab- 
^bott for four days. Under it the 


sat side by side during final 
arguments. 

Pinal arguments lasted for six 
days, with prosecution and dc- 


we Just hdt that hb testimo ny 


fcnse taking turns summarizing 
their respective theories. The 
prosecution had thrown all its 
gtin^ into support of its 
Tile defense built its case on a 
rhree-point theory, to discredit 
prosecutbm witnesses, bolster 
Abbott's alibi, and instill reason¬ 
able doubL 

hnal arguments 

Pina! arguments began after 
hoUi Abbott and hb red-haired 
wife, Georgia, took the stand in 
a final and dramatic last effort 
to offset key prosecution tesU- 
ntony which contradicted Ab¬ 
bott's timetable alibi from start 
to finbh for the doy the giri 
last was seen. 

Both Kliick firmly to details 
of the alibi Abbott gave. 

The jury deliberated seven 
days. His timetable alibi feJl 
span under the meticulous ex¬ 
amination of the 12 jurorx, who 
•'tried every way for sevoi days 
to presume hb innocence.” 

Abbott was brought downj 
from the county JaU, heard him-l 
twice eondemned to deedh' 
and returned to the Jail wherti 
he resumed a card game and^ 
said- “Well, they found me' 
guiJty.” 

One juror said “we fell Bur¬ 
ton Abbott should have shown 
^ore emotion on Uic witness 
stand—after all it was his life. 
We knew he had lied and be 
had admitted he had lied cn the 
stand. We all wanted to believc- 
him when he went up there, but 


wsn't rensoaable. 

Abbott was formally con 
demned to death by Judge 
Snook OR Pebruary 10. 1998. and 
be became Use 21at inmaCe of ^ 
San Quentin s Death Row nod ^ 
day. He went on hia last rkfe 
attired tiJea a young saieeman 
and with as much apparent con¬ 
cern as be would have had over 
a Sunday outing. 

At Son Quentin Prison he be¬ 
came No. A-35539 on Death! 
Row, a companion of Caryl 
Chessman and Bart Carifialivts. 
He told guards they would bave| 
no trouble with him and they 
(fidnt. He seemed to take 
prison routine witboot difflcu 
and during the months he s] 
there never was a problem. 

Leo Sullivan, Oakland 
Inal atton^y, took over 
appeal In March, 1998. 

The California Supreme 
ruled on Hov. 23 last year that 
Abbott must dtc for his crii 
The u nan i m ous ruling was i 
it found “ample evidence 
Abbott's guilt-*’ On December Iflf 
It rejected a rehearing. 

Then Governor Knight denim 
executive clemen cy without 


iftg asJeed. As a finale UB. Su< 


pretne Court Justice Wiliiam a 
Obuglas twice dented a taat- 
lainuti! stay foe Abbott 
There were many who, made 
i^«s by repeated stays won 
^thcr ooovictii—some of 
’tented by AbbotFs “last- 
«€*• attotney. George T. 
—felt that he also would 
liaart a stay from some 
fvrist as aa many oti*.ers 


Nation 

have done. 

But the cfluae—cracked by co¬ 
incidence, fought with fastter- 
Resi. circutoitantlaJ tragio— 
wcRt forward to a determined 
end. 

Burton W. Abbott dt^xf today 
io the gas chamber of San 
Quentin Prison in the m* 
prescribed by law. 

The long walk that Stephanie 
Bryan started is over. 























